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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 26, 1985 
Local, Area 
CHARLESTON, IL-- From a home economics teacher in a small Midwestern 
town to a uniformed full colonel in the U.S. Public Health Service, Eastern 
Illinois University graduate Geraldine Piper has had a career spanning almost 
half a century. Her many accomplishmnents have been recognized as she was 
chosen the 1985 Home Economics Outstanding Alumnus Award from EIU. 
Ms. Piper said, "the faculty at Eastern from 1934 to 1938 opened 
the 'world' to those of us from rural Illinois and small township high schools. 
They really gave us the education and experience we needed for a rewarding 
career in home economics." 
Carol Armstrong, Chairman of the Outstanding Alumnus Committee, said, 
"recipients are chosen from a field of nominees based upon public service, 
academics, and publications, as well as other criteria. Geraldine Piper 
has an incredible record. 
Ms. Piper, a native of St. Marie, Ill., received a Bachelor of Education 
in Home Economics from Eastern in 1938, and continued her education at Iowa 
State College in Ames, Iowa, before becoming a dietetic intern at King County 
Hospital in Seattle, Washington. She then completed her academic and field 
experience at the University of Tennessee and became a public health nutritionist 
and a registered dietitian in 1947. Ms. Piper's experience includes: work 
as a high school home economics teacher in Paxton, Illinois; services as an 
administrative and therapeutic dietitian at Ohio State University; and appointment 
as director of nutrition services at the Oklahoma State Department of Health. 
She also worked for the U.S. Public Health Service for 26 years, where 
she received the department of Health, Education and Welfare's highest recognition: 
"The Distinguished Service Medal." 
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The medal is presented for outstanding national leadership to the 
profession of dietetics and public health nutrition, and for achievements 
of major changes in the quality and availability of nutrition services in 
the U.S. 
Ms. Piper said, "The U.S. Public Health Service is a uniformed service 
with the primary responsibility of the U.S. citizens when war is declared." 
Ms. Piper is currently retired and living in Crossville, Tennessee. 
Dr. Ruch Schmalhausen, Dean of Eastern's School of Home Economics when Ms. 
Piper was an undergraduate, accepted the award for Ms. Piper in her absence. 
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